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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK: 
 
 
Last week was certainly a week of ups and down.  The rain, while a welcomed joy, it also caused some 
devastation throughout the region.  Many of our families were affected and are still cleaning up and making 
repairs.  Our thoughts are with you. 
 
P – 5 UnderWater World Camp 
As you know our Camp to UnderWater World didn’t go ahead, due to a number of reasons that culminated 
with the bus breaking down in the school grounds.  We have rebooked this excursion for December 1 and 
2, next Monday and Tuesday.  The students will participate in the Life Education program in the morning 
and then leave for camp around 1pm.   They will return around 2pm on Tuesday.  They get to participate in 
some interesting activities while at UnderWater World!  I am sure that they will all have a great time.  The 
P&C have kindly donated towards the cost of the bus for this excursion and are providing a snack for the 
second day.  Thank you to the P&C for helping with the excursion.  Students that are not participating in 
this excursion can come to school to spend the days with Mr Rickuss and the 6/7 students.  We will have 
activities organised for all students. 
 
Staff Changes 
We have had some changes with the teacher coming into the school for next year.  Mrs Sharon Tuesley 
has accepted another position within Education Queensland.  Our new teacher, Ms Nicole Wheatley is 
coming from Mundingburra State School in Townsville.  She will be teaching the 5/6/7 class.  She is very 
pleased to be coming to a small school after teaching at a school of 600.  Ms Wheatley will not be able to 
attend the orientation day on Monday 8th. 
 
Reading Groups 
Tomorrow will be the last of our scheduled reading groups for the year.  We would like to extend a big 
thank you to all the parents, grandparents and community members who gave up their time to help ensure 
that this important part of our school day ran smoothly.  All the children have benefited from your time, 
patience and support.  We look forward to continuing this next year. 
 
Library books     All library books will need to be returned by this Friday, 28th November. 
 
Life Education Queensland 
On Monday 1st December, the life education van will visit the school. During this visit, there will be a 
special parent session that will run from 3:15pm – 4:15pm. The focus on this session is to inform parents 
about licit and illegal drugs and provides parents and community members with information on 
development and sharing of harm minimisation and communication strategies for themselves and their 
children. If you are interested in attending the parent session please fill in the form at the end of the 
newsletter.  

26th November 2008            Newsletter No. 38 
 

Thought for the Week:   
‘Whether you think you can or think you can’t, either way you’re right’.  
By Henry Ford 
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Life Education Queensland is a community-based not-for-profit organisation at the front line of positive 
and preventative drug and health education. Their programs are designed to help young people make 
informed decisions about drugs and their health.  The programs are driven by the popular Life Education 
mascot Harold the giraffe. Specialist educators work in collaboration with schools to ensure the best 
outcome for students. Sessions are age specific and sequential with written and electronic resources 
provided to support both students and teachers in the delivery of ongoing drug education in their 
classroom. A visit to the mobile Life Education van facilitates the development of students' knowledge 
and skills to identify risks and make informed decisions.  
 
Reports 
The end of year reports will be going home on Wednesday 3rd December.  This is the Wednesday of the 
second last week.  This will give parents a chance to have an interview with the class teacher before the 
end of the year. 
 
Picnic Carols Night 
Our Annual Picnic Carols night will held on Friday 5th December commencing at 5:30pm with a 
community tea. We ask that each family bring along a plate of food to share. After tea there will be an 
awards and presentation ceremony, followed by carols and of course Santa! All school children will be 
receiving a book from Santa on the night.  
 
Prep Orientation/ Move Up Day for Preps to Year 6 / Year 7 Lowood State High School Year 8 
induction Day 
Monday 8th December will be a busy day at our school.  It is our Orientation day for Prep students and 
parents joining us next year.  On the same day students in years 1 – 7 for 2009 will get to meet their new 
teachers and classmates.  Also on the 8th December, the year 7 students attending Lowood State High 
School will have an induction into year 8.  We will have a relief teacher to take the 5/6/7 class for that 
day. 
 
Volunteers Morning Tea   
We are very fortunate to have a large number of keen, willing helpers who assist with all aspects of the 
school program, be it reading groups, tuckshop, excursions, sport, fundraising, and the list goes on.  We 
would like to say a special thanks to you all for your valued contributions.  After assembly on Wednesday 
morning, 10th December you are welcome to join us for a special morning tea in your honour.   
 
Student Plays 
The students in year 5/6/7 have been writing plays.  They have also been working on backdrops for their 
plays.  The plays have been written so that children from all classes will have a part to play.  The plays 
will be performed on Wednesday 10th December from 2pm.  Please come along and watch the students  
 
Circus 
Thank you to all who came along to enjoy the circus on Monday night and to the P & C for providing 
food and drinks.   The circus proprietor, John MacDonnell donated $113 to the children’s Project Club 
from ticket sales. 
 
Brisbane Valley Small School Sports Association Swimming Carnival 
Thank you to the parents for transporting and supporting their children at the Swimming Carnival 
yesterday.  The children were very well behaved and had many placings.  Congratulations to the following 
Glenn Retschlag: 2nd in 100m Individual Medley, 50m Freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and 25m 
butterfly.  3rd freestyle relay. 
Danni-elle McMullen: 1st 25m breaststroke, 2nd 25m freestyle and 3rd 25m backstroke. 
Jason Brewster: 1st 25m breaststroke, 2nd 25m freestyle, 3rd freestyle relay. 
Naomi Freese: 1st 25m breaststroke, 2nd freestyle relay, 3rd 25m freestyle. 
Callum Bond 2nd 50m backstroke, 3rd 100m Individual Medley and freestyle relay 
Sarah Deakin: 1st 25m freestyle, 2nd freestyle relay. 
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Dates to mark in your calendar: 

This Week 
Fri 28 Nov All library books due back  
Mon 1 Dec Life Education Van 
Mon 1 Dec - Prep-Yr 5 Underwater World  
Tues 2 Dec  Camp 

 
Next Week 
Wed 3 Dec Reports to go home. 
Wed 3 Dec P and C Meeting in Staffroom 

6:30pm 
Fri 5 Dec  Picnic Carols Night 

 
Coming Soon 
Mon 8 Dec Prep Orientation Day / Move 

Up Day 1 – 7/Year 8 Induction 
to Lowood State High School. 

 

Later On 
Wed 10 Dec Volunteers Morning Tea 
                               Student Plays – All Welcome  

2 – 3pm 
Thur 11 Dec Class Parties. 
Fri 12 Dec Last day of the year. 

Marlee Wendt: 3rd 50m backstroke and breaststroke. 
Joel Howard: 3rd 50m freestyle and 25m breaststroke. 
Samara Wendt: 2nd freestyle relay 
Courtenay Rayner: 2nd freestyle relay 
Connan McIntyre: 3rd 25m freestyle. 
 
Swimming        
Swimming continues this Friday, 28th November at the Lowood Pool.  Our last lesson for the year will be 
on Friday, 5th December. 
 
Happy Birthday to:  Mrs Fourmile who celebrates her special day today. 
 
 
Last Week’s Awards were presented to: 
Samara Wendt for writing a great original poem. 
Abbey Davis for fantastic reading skills. 
Damon Wendt for participating in group discussions. 
Brinn Lea for working well in maths rotations. 
Jacob Beattie for showing consideration for others. 
Mitchell Howard for improving in quota spelling. 
Dane Whalley for earning a Glam award. 
 
This Week’s Awards were presented to: 
Justin Gimm for great work during class. 
Dane Whalley for great swimming. 
Matthew Grant for great swimming. 
Talisha Hinrichs for fantastic art. 
Caine Schuback for fantastic art. 
Cody-Lee Voss for excellent work in maths. 
 
Every Minute on Earth  (facts that happen every 60 seconds) 
The fastest kangaroo can hop at 1.1km in a minute, or  
about 64km per hour.  The male kangaroo is called a boomer, 
the female is called a flyer and the baby is a joey. 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES  
 
Lowood Hairstylists & Barber Shop      
75 Main Street,   Lowood. 
Phone:  54261434.  Family hairdressing, hair extensions, ear piercing,  
body waxing, make-up, fashion and casual hats and bags.  November 
specials:  Streaks short hair $32, ear piercing with studs $18, men’s 
hair cuts $10. 
 
Bike Repairs   Selling second hand bikes and parts.  All bike repairs 
are done promptly.  Phone Eric on 54262470 or call at 8 Park Street, 
LOWOOD.   
 
Children’s Book Sale    Scholastic are holding their end of year sale 
with all stock discounted up to 90% rrp.  Children’s favourites from 2 
for $1.  Choose from thousands of top quality titles!  Great gift ideas!  
Where:  Scholastic Book Fairs Warehouse, Unit 2, 350 Lytton Road 
Morningside.  When:  Thursday 27th & Friday 28th November 8.30am 
– 6pm, and again on Saturday 29th November from 8am – 12 noon.  
Phone 1800 024840. 

Joke of the Week:    Why is 6 scared of 8? 
Because 7 ate 9. 
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School Holiday Programs: 
1. David Fleay Wildlife Park is holding their popular ‘Ranger for a Day’ program on December 16 & 18 and 

January 13, 14, 15, 20, and 22.  Children have close up encounters with wildlife through themed programs 
such as ‘Rapt in Reptiles’ and ‘Koala Capers’.  There are morning sessions 9am – 12 noon or afternoon 
1pm – 4pm.  Only $25 per child per sessions includes Ranger supervision, park admission, morning or 
afternoon tea, certificate of achievement and heaps of fun filled activities.  For more info ring 5576 2411.  
Places are limited – book early! 

 
2. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to work as a Zoo Keeper?  If you are aged between 7 and 

12 you can join the Australia Zoo crew to help feed the animals and clean enclosures, with exclusive 
behind the scenes access and plenty of hands on action with some of our gorgeous animals.  It’s a day you 
won’t forget!  Places are limited.  Book on 0754 362025.  Price is $75 and includes Zoo entry, Australia 
Zoo cap, lunch, photo with one of our animals.  Duration:  5 hours.  Dates: 12th December to 24th 
December and again from 1st January to 26th January.  Further details on 
www.australiazoo.com.au/education/zoo-keeper-for-a-day  

 

Special Article – ‘Kids Fighting’ – by Michael Grose 
 
What do you do if your kids fight and argue with each other?  Do you make a plea for peace, order the 
combatants to their bedrooms or lay the blame on the child who caused the infraction?  It is almost 
impossible to stay out of kids’ fighting because they are usually noisy and invariably one child will call on 
mum or dad to intervene.  So common is kids fighting that it appears to have become the first 
commandment of childhood – Thou shalt fight and argue with your brothers and sisters until your parents 
can stand it no longer.  My research indicates that sibling fighting is a concern to parents in three out of 
every four families with more than one child.  Certainly this is the issue that most parents want to discuss 
when they come to my parenting seminars. 
 
It is important to have a realistic attitude to children’s disputes.  When adults live together under one roof 
there are bound to be disagreements.  Why should children be any different?  Conflict itself is not 
harmful, but the way disagreements are resolved is the issue that generally concerns parents.  Kids fights 
usually have a number of predictable phases.  The first is the quiet stage when one child annoys, niggles 
or even criticises another.  The dispute enters phase two as the noise level rises and children become 
agitated or belligerent.  The fight is now almost in full swing so parents need to brace themselves for stage 
three which is the moving phase when the fight shifts from one area of the house to another accompanied 
by the use of insults, shouting and door slamming.  It may even become physical.  There are two broad 
approaches that parents can adopt with kids fighting – become involved or remain neutral.  Your approach 
will depend on the age, maturity and ability of your children to sort out their own problems, your ability to 
ignore noise and your beliefs about how conflict should be resolved.     
 
Australian psychologist and parenting authority, Dr Maurice Balson in his book Becoming Better Parents 
recommends that parents leave children to resolve their own disputes.  He says, “If parents ignored sibling 
fighting and left children free to settle their own disputes, the incidence of fighting would decrease.”  He 
maintains that kids fighting is for the benefit of their parents and when we intervene to adjudicate or 
punish the guilty child, we are doing exactly what the children want us to do.  This approach makes a 
great deal of sense, but as most parents know, some fights are impossible to ignore particularly when they 
happen under your nose.  If this is the case make a swift retreat when children fight or invite them to 
resolve their noisy disputes outside.  Many parents have found that arguing and fighting practically 
disappears when children are consistently shown the door to the back yard.   
 
Children often need parental assistance to help them resolve their disputes amicably.  When children want 
you to intervene in their disagreements let them know that you are willing to help them work out a 
solution, but avoid taking sides.  Establish what the fight is about, rather than who started it, and offer 
suggestions to resolve the issue.  Of course you cannot sit down and work through every issue with kids, 
but through meetings or discussions you can at least give them some guidelines that they may use 
themselves.  But don’t expect children to suddenly sit down and discuss every dispute with Buddha-like 



Glamorgan Vale State School Newsletter 5 

wisdom if they have hurled insults at each other for years.  Be realistic and look for small improvements.  
If you do intervene in kids fighting, make sure that you get in early before a full-scale fight occurs.  Be 
assertive, make them aware that they are arguing and inform them of its affect on you.  Invite them to 
either stop fighting or continue the dispute elsewhere.   
 
If you are concerned that one child is being victimised or singled out by other siblings discuss some 
survival strategies such as going to their bedroom at the first sign of a fight or even moving close to a 
parent if safety is an issue.  Often the victims give as good as they receive when families fight and can 
sometimes be the instigators of disputes.  Don’t be too perturbed if your children argue and fight with 
each other at the drop of a hat.  Some of the closest adult families admit to habitually fighting when they 
were children.  And some young siblings I know are affectionate to each other one minute and ready to 
fight tooth and nail the next.  Let’s face it, children are hard to fathom at the best of times and down-right 
impossible when they fight.   
 
Fortunately, there are strategies that parents can use that dramatically reduce the amount, frequency and 
intensity of fights that happen in families.  One simple preventative strategy is the use of regular team 
briefs.  Once a week parents sit with their children in a quiet place and discuss family issues and concerns 
as well as talk about positive things that have happened in the past week.  Invariably kids conflict and 
issues kids fight about are raised.  This gives children both a voice and parents an opportunity to teach 
children how to resolve conflict reasonably and quietly.  My research shows that families that have a 
conflict resolution process in place, such as team briefs or family meetings experience a significant 
reduction in kids fighting.   
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Prep – Year 5 UnderWater World Camp checklist 
Monday 1st December – Tuesday 2nd December 

 
Students will need to bring:  (all items must be named) 
 

o Lunch for Monday – morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea.  Please include a cold drink. 
o Raincoat ($2 plastic ponchos available from Crazy Clarks etc.) 
o Full school uniform must be worn on Monday 
o Water bottle 
o Swimming togs 
o Sunshirt 
o Towel 
o Sunscreen 
o Wide brimmed hat 
o Plastic bag for wet swimming togs 
o A change of clothes for Tuesday (can be casual clothes appropriate for the beach) 
o Socks for Tuesday 
o Pyjamas  
o Spare pair of underwear 
o Sleeping bag 
o Pillow 
o Toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrush, hairbrush, face washer) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(Please return to school office before 28th November) 

Life Education Parent Session 
 
I would like to participate in the Life Education Parent Session on Monday 1st December from 3:15 – 
4:15. 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………. 
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Glamorgan Vale State School 

P&C ROUNDUP 
Wednesday 26th November 2008 

 

P&C Executive 
President: Brett Freese – 54 266 320 

Vice President: Shane Beattie – 54 262 208 

Treasurer: Kym Zahnow – 54 266 297 

Secretary:  Karen Dunbar – 0437 929 792 

Email : pciti18@eq.edu.au 
 

 

 

P&C Christmas Raffle – Picnic Carols Night 
This year to provide prizes for the P&C raffle, we are asking each family to donate a non-perishable item 
that can be used in a hamper.  The amount of hamper prizes in the raffle will depend on the amount of 
donations received, so if you would like to donate more than one item that would be greatly appreciated.  You 
may wish to provide something festive including Christmas decorations, tins of fruit, packets of chips or 
peanuts etc. Tickets will be $1-00 each and only sold at Picnic Carols Night on Friday 5th December.  Please 
place donations in boxes provided in the staffroom by Wednesday 3rd December so that the hampers can be 
put together at the P&C meeting that night.  Thank you for your assistance with this fundraiser. 
 

Picnic Carols Night 
Our Annual Picnic Carols night will held on Friday 5th December commencing at 5:30pm with a community tea. 
We ask that each family bring along a plate of food to share for tea. Following on from tea there will be an 
awards and presentation ceremony, followed by carols and of course Santa! All school children will be 
receiving a book from Santa on the night. Just a reminder to please let Trish know on 54 266292 of any: 

• younger siblings of current students  
• under school-aged children in the area who intend to enrol at our school in the future 

This way we can ensure they receive a book from Santa too. 
If you know of other children attending on the night, please advise their parents to supply a book labelled 
with their name and age, so that they can sit on Santa’s lap and receive a book too. 
 

Circus 
Thank you to everyone that supported the Circus on Monday night. Once again it was a fantastic show with 
plenty of laughs for the young and young at heart. It was a joy to see everyone enjoying such great 
entertainment. Thanks also to the workers who helped in the food stall. Some good funds were raised  on the 
night for the school. Keep an eye out in the Playshed for some photos. 
 

Great Ipswich Duck Race 

Thank you to all the families who sold tickets in this 
fundraiser.  The P&C had an incentive prize of a $10 gift 
voucher from Lowood/Fernvale NewsXpress for the student 
who sold the most tickets.  The winner was Dane Whalley 
who was presented with the voucher on parade last 
Wednesday.  For every $5 ticket sold, the Ipswich Hospice 
will donate $2.50 back to the P&C.  If you purchased 
tickets, remember you have to be in attendance at Riverlink 
on Saturday 20th December to see if you have won a car or 1 
of 50 $100 shopping vouchers for Riverlink.  
 

 

Flags R Fun Fundraiser 

With Christmas just around the corner, we have a novel idea to help with Christmas decorating or a great 
Christmas gift – String-A-Longs.  They are indoor/outdoor decorations which are 3 metres long and made of 
weather-resistant nylon with mini-flags attached to a nylon cord.  There are 2 on display in the Prep to 2 
classroom.  One is Christmas and the other is Welcome.  You will see from the order form (attached) that 
there are quite a few options available at the moment.  Debby from Flags R Fun will have new products 
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available often and even if you purchase products from her online shop in the future, she will still make a 
donation to the P&C.  Great for decorating children’s rooms and parties and unique present idea.  Order 
forms with money are due back on Friday 5th December so that she can guarantee delivery by 12th December.  
Any queries, please contact Debby Nielsen direct on 5450 6364. 
 
 

Final P&C Meeting for the year 

Our final P&C meeting for the year will be held next Wednesday night 3rd December at 6:30pm. As this is 
the last one before Christmas we ask that everyone bring along a few festive nibbles along to enjoy during 
the meeting. Please feel free to bring a bottle of Christmas Cheer too! 
 

Australia Day at Cormorant Bay  

The Somerset Regional Council are holding an Australia Day Celebration at Cormorant Bay on Saturday 25th 
January. They have invited the P&C to hold a food stall similar to last year. It’s a difficult time for us to 
organise helpers for this event as it is right at the end of the School Holidays. If you are available on that 
date and would like to give us a hand can you please let Trish or Annette know. We are yet to know the full 
details of the event, but as soon as we do we will let everyone know. 
 

Glamorgan Vale Hall’s 80th Anniversary 

Help celebrate the Glamorgan Vale Community Hall's 80th birthday on Saturday 29th November with a 
special afternoon tea from 2pm. Take a stroll down memory lane with the old photo displays and a special 
multimedia presentation commemorating 80 years of history. The new renovations will be officially opened 
and a permanent photographic display unveiled. Entry is by Gold coin donation. Why not also stay on for the 
annual Christmas Carnival which kicks off from 5pm that evening. 

 
Glamorgan Vale Christmas Carnival 

Don’t forget the Glamorgan Vale Christmas Carnival is also on Saturday 29th November from 5pm. It's a 
fantastic night for the whole family with cheap rides for the kids, the best steak burgers in the district, icy 
cold drinks from the bar, Country Music by Kev Smith and of course the lucky ham wheel spinning throughout 
the night. Santa will be arriving to meet everyone at 7pm. Entry is free! 
 

The Flood  

The big rain caught everyone by surprise last week. Some folk are saying it was higher than in 1974. One 
thing for sure was that the water came through with frightening force. We hope those who suffered flood 
damage are getting things sorted out so that life can return back to normal as soon as possible. 
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Glamorgan Vale State School Roundup Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LOCKYER BINS 

Ph: 5426 1256 

Fax: 5426 2098 
 

2m, 4m & 6m Bins 

Commercial & Garden 

 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone 0417 648627 
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Glamorgan Vale State School P&C  
thanks our advertisers. 

 
Please support these local businesses 

.  
 
 

 
Community Billboard           
 
 
Dates to Remember 
 
• Saturday 29th November – Glamorgan Vale Community Hall 80th Anniversary (2 – 5pm) 
 
• Saturday 29th November – Glamorgan Vale Community Christmas Carnival (5 – 9pm) 
 
 
• Wednesday 3rd December – P&C Meeting 
 
• Friday 5th December – Picnic Carols Night 
 
• Saturday 20th December – Great Ipswich Duck Race, 12 noon, Riverlink Shopping Centre 

 
• Saturday 25th January 2009 – Australia Day Celebrations at Cormorant Bay. 
 

 
Go Kart Racing 

Ipswich Kart Club are offering a ‘Come & Try Karts’ day at Ipswich Kart Club, Champions Way 
Willowbank on Sunday 22nd February 2009 from 9am to 5pm. Available to girls and boys aged 
7 - 12 years. Parents are required to sign necessary forms. Boots must be worn. Phone Ipswich 
Kart Club on 54673300 for bookings or via www.ipswichkartclub.com.au 
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